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ABSTRACT & KEYWORDS

Effects of a Storytelling Made of Teaching Program using Digital Media
on Self-expression, Class participation and Self-esteem

of Students with Intellectual Disabilities.

An Hye jun
Dept. of Special Education
Graduate School of Changwon National University

Directed by Professor : Shin Jin suk

Aiming to support students with intellectual disabilities in terms of their
better school life and social adjustment, the present study was designed to
investigate effects of storytelling made of teaching program using digital
media on self-expression, class participation and self-esteem. To this end, the
present study was conducted among four students in a special class in a
middle school.

In the body of literature review, independent and dependent variables were
theoretically discussed based on a large number of relevant books,
dissertations, scholarly journal, research papers. Based on the contents of
three different curriculums of special school, elementary school and middle
school, the storytelling made of teaching program was designed taking into
consideration various factors such as the characteristics of disability, digital
media application ability, students’ interests and aptitude, abundant resources
and teaching materials. The researcher used smart phone, tablet PC and

photo editing application for implementing storytelling program, and the
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participants were able to share what they learned and experienced by using
internet community café or SNS.

To examine effects of the first and second dependent variables,
self-expression and class participation, the study carried out multiple probe
design in three stages: base line, intervention and maintenance. Three
maintenance tests were conducted, after 30 sessions of the mediation and
following two weeks of pause period. Once purposive behavior occurred at
least once during the short observation period, a note has been made using
partial-interval recording process.

The results of the study showed a significant increase of self-expression
and class participation of the students with intellectual disabilities, compared
to those in the base line level. Furthermore, this result is expected to remain
constantly.

The last dependent variable, self-esteem, was verified by pre— and post-test
in one group using Self-Esteem Inventory(Coopersmith, 1967). The questions
for participants were explained in detail, and the researcher collected data
not only from the participants’ tests but also from peer and parent
interviews.

According to the results from the study, the students with intellectual
disabilities showed a substantial increase in self-esteem compared to the
pretest level, which implies storytelling made of teaching program using
digital media promotes their general self-esteem.

Therefore, the findings provide a justification for the implementation of a
careful storytelling made of teaching program using digital media in order to
improve intellectual disabled students’ self-expression, class participation and
self-esteem. It was efficient methods of teaching for those who suffer mental
intellectual disabilities. This 1is the specific result which shows how

storytelling and digital media come together, and how good it is in terms of

- 120 -



combining storytelling with digital media.

While it was able to be identified that storytelling made of teaching program
using digital media affects positively to participants’ self-expression, class
participation and self-esteem, there still remain some limitations regarding
sample group size, four participants, and the methodology to verify
self-esteem which was designed based on quasi—experimental structure. Since
only four students were engaged in the study, the findings are not able to be
applied for other students in general. Thus, sufficient follow-up research is
required to make better storytelling program for most students with

intellectual disabilities.

KEYWORDS
Intellectual disabilities, Storytelling, Digital media, Self-expression, Class

participation, Self-esteem.
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